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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. Q • (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as follows: 

n sheets of tire description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or 
J sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

|— 1 sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes beyond 
U Se didosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the Supplemental 
Box. 

b (sent to the International Bureau only) *tote\ of ^ l .containing 
U ^» liS and/or table related thereto, in computer readable form only, as indicated m the Supplemental Box 
Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the Admin istrative Instructions). 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
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BOX No. I Basis OI uie rejiun . . — — : — — - : 

1 . With regard to the language, this rep ort is based on the international application in the language in winch it was filed, nnless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

("1 This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
1 which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1 (b)) 

| 1 publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

rn international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 
2 With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on {replacement sheets which h™been 
fuZhSto the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in tins report as originally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): 
[X] the international application as originally filed/furnished 

[ | the description: 

~~ as originally filed/furnished 

received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



Basis of the report 



| | the claims: 



| | the drawings: 



pages 
pages* 
pages* 

pages 
pages* 
pages* 
pages* 

pages 
pages' 1 



as originally filed/furnished 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



as originally filedVfurnished 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
3 . j~J The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
| | the description, pages 
[ | the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/figs 
| | the sequence listing (specify): 

[ [ any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

•4 HI This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments ^f**^ 

1 made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as mdicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 

70.2(c)). 

P~| the description, pages 
| | the claims, Nos. 
[ [ the drawings, sheets/figs 
| | the sequence listing (specify): 
| [ any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " ■ 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. I) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
PCT/AU2004/001017 



Box No. V ~ Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement ^ 



1. Statement 

YES 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-13 

Claims NO 

YES 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-13 

Claims NO 

YES 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-13 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



Novelty and Tnventive Step (Claims 1-13) 



The present invention is directed to the use of a particular sub-layer which may be " sed , m ^°^^ r e 
multi-layer tubes, wherein the sub-layer consists of a woven polymer mesh disposed in between one or. more 
o^er lay^stf material consisting of paper, polypropylene and polyethylene. The tubes will be formed from 
one or more layers of the sub-layer using the spiral winding technique that is well known in the art 
This invention has been developed in relation to overcome the problem of improving the physical properties of 
p^erS d mbing without increasing the weight of the tube by excessive paper layering or using expensive or 
hazardous adhesives. 



The closest prior art documents are: 

*EP 1001204 

*US 200100237148 

*FR 2835584 



Despite each of the above documents disclosing the use of a reinforcing mesh, none of them disclose a tube 
wn chls fomied from spiral winding of a particularly advantageous sub-layer. Therefore none of the documents 
provide an obvious solution to the problem of constructing a tube suitable for the uses identified m the present 
specification such as having sufficient strength without the excessive paper layering and being suitable for • 
mTufacT^ As such claims 1-13 are novel and involve an inventive 



step. 

Industrial Applicability (Claims 1-13) 

The invention defined by claims 1-13 is industrially applicable. 
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